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Abstract 
The assessment of the students’ awareness on their attitude to wildlife laws and 
policies in selected secondary schools in Ibadan metropolis was carried out using 
structured questionnaire. The questionnaire was administered to 480 students 
while 472 were retrieved. The questionnaire elicits information on their personal 
data, awareness on wildlife laws and policies as well as their perception towards 
wildlife protection. T-test was used to test various hypotheses and research 
questions. Result indicated that there is no significant difference in the level of 
awareness of wildlife laws and policies and gender as well as school type. 
However, there is significant relationship between the level of awareness on 
wildlife laws and policies and perception towards conservation. It was observed 
that there are few or no extracurricular activities in most secondary schools that 
can promote awareness in wildlife laws and policies. Subjects like nature studies 
should be re-introduced into school curriculum and conservation clubs should 
be established and be made functional in our secondary schools to inculcate 
awareness of wildlife laws and policies in the younger generation. 
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Introduction 
 
Wildlife is a very important heritage and natural endowment to Nigeria in many respects. 
Over the years, it has contributed to the social, economic and environmental 
development of the country. Nigerian wildlife species are now grossly threatened as a  
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result of degradation and deterioration. Some of the plants and animal species that 
previously existed up to the beginning of the 20thcentury are now extinct, A 
 
African giant land and Oryx are already extinct (Adetayo, 1997). Due to this deterioration 
and degradation of the physical environment, the World Conservation strategy was 
published in 1980 where it was stressed that humanity which was part of nature has no 
future unless nature and natural resources are conserved (Jayeola, 2004). The rates of 
deforestation have stabilized in most Europe, America, and most part of Asia, but reverse 
is the case in Africa (Labode, 2016), despite our dependence on forest we still allow them 
to disappear (WWF, 2016). 
 
There has been increase in the awareness of and concern about “The Environment”, the 
Nigeria Education Research and Development Council (NERDC), in collaboration with 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA),is in the fore front in the introduction 
of environmental education  into the existing curriculum and other school subjects as a 
way of securing permanent and broad based environmental awareness. The Science 
Teachers Association of Nigeria (STAN), through the Environmental Education Subject 
Panel, pursued a series of training for environmental educators in the school system as 
well as the development of environmental education materials for general reading 
(Okebukola and Akpan, 1997). 
 
According to Eguabor (1999), one of the functions of environmental education is to create 
awareness that will enable social groups and individuals to be sensitive to the total 
environment and its associated problems. Therefore, there is need to create awareness 
within school settings on conservation which includes laws and policies. Since laws are 
a whole system of rules that everyone in a country must obey the need for awareness on 
laws and policies guiding wildlife conservation can, therefore, not be over-emphasized. 
The study was designed to evaluate the level of wildlife laws and policies awareness 
among secondary school students in Ibadan metropolis. 
 
Methodology 
 
The research was carried out within Ibadan metropolis. It is located approximately on 
latitude 709′ North of the equator and longitude 305′ East of the Greenwich Meridian. Two 
secondary schools (public and private) were randomly selected from; Ibadan South-East, 
Ibadan South-West, Ibadan North, Ibadan North-East and Ibadan North-West that make 
up the metropolis, making a total of ten secondary schools. Forty-eight (48) copies of  
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questionnaire were administered in each school, shared equally between the JSS (Junior 
Secondary School) and SSS (Senior Secondary School) students, thus making a total of 
480 questionnaires in all the sampled areas. The population of this study consisted of 
students randomly selected from each study school. 
 
Questionnaire on students’ awareness of wildlife laws and policies were divided into 
three (3) sections. Section A covered information on personal data of the respondents 
while sections B and C dealt with conservation education/policies and wildlife 
protection, respectively. The items were trial, tested and the split-half reliability index of 
0.75 was obtained while questionnaire on attitude of students to wildlife laws and 
policies were divided into two sections, section A covered personal data of students while 
section B consisted of items used to appraise perception related questions. The data were 
analyzed using tables, frequency, percentage, and t-test. 
 
Hypotheses of the study 
Ho: there is no significant relationship between gender and level of awareness on 
wildlife laws and policies among secondary school students in Ibadan Metropolis. 
H1: there are significant relationship between gender and level of awareness on 
wildlife laws and policies among secondary school students in Ibadan Metropolis. 
 
Results and Discussion 
 
Four hundred and seventy two (472) students participated in the study in which 51.3% 
were males and 48.7% were females. The age distribution of students showed that 0.8% 
was between the ages of 10 and 12years, 47.0% were between ages 13 and 15, while the 
remaining 44.9% were above 15years. Fifty percent of the sampled students were JSS 
students, while 48.7% of them were in SSS. However, the remaining 1.3% did not indicate 
whether they were JSS or SSS students. The statistical result (Table 1) showed that 64.8% 
were not aware of the existence of conservation groups. This shows that more than 
average of the students is not aware of the existence of such groups. Out of the remaining 
students that profess to know the existence of such groups, 8.1% mentioned other clubs 
such as Red Cross and Press Club that are not in any way related to conservation. This 
shows that some of them do not understand the meaning of the word “conservation”. 
This shows that the level of awareness is low. This finding was justified by Okebukola 
and Akpan, 1997 where it was observed that environmental education materials were 
scanty in both rural and urban secondary schools. Thus students have little or no  
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information on environmental issues which encompass conservation and conservation 
groups. 
 
Table 1: Students’ Awareness of Wildlife Laws and Policies 
S/N Statements  Options  Frequency  % 
1 Are you aware 
of different 
conservation 
group? 
Yes  
 
No  
150 
 
306 
31.8 
 
64.8 
2 If yes mention 
names 
Farmers club 14 3.0 
  Red cross 32 6.8 
  Press club 6 1.3 
  No response  362 76.7 
  Others  58 12.2 
3 Have you ever 
heard about 
wildlife laws 
and policies? 
Yes  
 
No  
292 
 
162 
61.9 
 
34.3 
 
Though greater percentage of the students know nothing about conservation and 
conservation clubs, total of 64.9% of the students claimed to know about wildlife laws 
and policies. 37.7% of these got to know through various means such as radio and 
television while the remaining 8.5% got to know through Environmental Education. This 
is in accordance with Akinola (2004), which described radio and television as an effective 
means of creating awareness on conservation of wildlife species.  
 
Table 2 shows the perception of the students about wildlife protection. 19.5% of the 
student thinks wildlife should be protected while 74.2% have contrary opinion. These 
students believed that wildlife could be used indiscriminately. This shows that most of 
the secondary school students do not value wildlife species. This is largely due to poor 
orientation about wildlife. The result could also be attributed to low level of awareness 
on wildlife importance among the students. 51.3% of the student wants the introduction 
of subjects with more emphasis on wildlife in their school curriculum. 
 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License 
ISSN: 2251 - 0486                               Science and Education Development Inst., Nigeria 
5 
 
 
CONTINENTAL J. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Akinola et al. (2017) 8 (1): 1 – 8 
 
Table 2: Perception of Students about Wildlife Protection 
S/N Statements  Options  Frequency  % 
1 Do you think 
wildlife should 
be protected? 
Yes 
No  
Not indicated 
92 
30 
30 
19.5 
74.2 
6.4 
2 How do you 
think that 
wildlife species 
can be 
protected? 
Through more 
awareness to 
the public 
 
By imposing 
stiff penalty. 
 
By introducing 
subjects with 
more emphasis 
on nature in 
our school 
 
No response 
 
 
96 
 
 
80 
 
 
 
 
 
242 
 
54 
 
 
20.3 
 
 
16.9 
 
 
 
 
 
51.3 
 
11.44 
 
It was observed that most students are not exposed to extracurricular activities such as 
going on excursion to conservation areas as many of the students claimed that they have 
never gone on excursion nor participated in any programme that is conservation 
oriented. This could be attributed to non-existence of conservation groups in most 
secondary schools as well as non-inclusion of Environmental Education in most schools’ 
curriculum. Most people are of opinion that wildlife species are gifts of God to man, 
therefore, will always be available in nature. However this is contrary to Prescott-Allen 
and Prescott – Allen, (1986), who opined that every form of life is unique, warranting 
respects regardless of its worth to man and to accord other organisms such recognition, 
man must be guided by moral code of action. The importance of such ethics is to help in 
making good choices concerning nature and this should be well recognized. This 
establishes the fact that more efforts have to be put up for more awareness on 
environmental education in our secondary schools.  
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Table 3 shows the summary of t-test carried out on the level of awareness of wildlife laws 
and policies between male and female students in the study sample while Table 4 shows 
the level of awareness between the JSS and SSS class.  
 
Test on hypothesis shows that there is no significant difference between male and female 
students on their levels of awareness on wildlife laws and policies (t = -.010; Df = 470; 
P>0.05). The outcome presented in Table 3 shows that there is no significant difference 
between level of awareness in wildlife laws and policies and school type. It may be 
suggested that due to the same curriculum used in both public and private schools, the 
level of awareness is the same between both school types. 
 
Table 3: Summary of T-Test on Level of Awareness of Wildlife Laws and Policies 
between Male and Female Students in Ibadan Metropolis 
Variable  N Mean Std. D t-test Df Sig P Remark  
Level of 
awareness 
       
Male  242 15.41 3.01    Not 
significant 
    -0.010 470 .992  
Female  230 15.41 52.57     
 
Table 4: Level of Awareness of Wildlife Laws and Policies between JSS and SSS 
Students 
Variable  N Mean  Std. D t-test df Sig P Remark  
Level of 
awareness 
       
Public 236 15.337 2.141    Not 
significant 
    -330 464 .742  
Private  230 15.490 3.380     
 
The result of the hypothesis on relationship between perception to conservation and level 
of awareness in wildlife laws and policies (Table 5), indicated that there is significant 
relationship between attitude to conservation and level of awareness in wildlife policies  
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(r = 0.650, P, 0.05). This could be attributed to knowledge gained through public 
information about wildlife laws and policies. The more information one receives, the 
more knowledgeable one becomes and knowledge brings about change in attitude. As 
supported by Noibi (1990), who noted that environmental knowledge is a precondition 
for changing attitude and that both knowledge and attitude are important to change in 
human attitude towards environment. 
 
If the environment is as seriously threatened as some observers alleged, then it is 
important to examine the possibility of halting, or at least, of reducing some of the 
dangers through the enactment of appropriate environmental laws. It is obvious that 
most people lack adequate knowledge about wildlife species, thus, negatively influences 
their attitude towards these creatures. 
 
Table 5: Relationship between Attitude to Conservation and Level of Awareness in 
Wildlife Laws and Policies 
Variable  Mean  Std. D N R Sig P Remark  
Level of 
awareness 
15.4068 2.7989 472    
    .650 .032 Significant 
Attitude  28.89 4.55 466    
 
Availability of conservation clubs in our secondary schools is one of the major avenues 
whereby youths can learn more about the nature, conservation and laws that guide and 
protect them. Results from the study affirms that availability of functional conservation 
clubs in our secondary schools will help to influence students’ attitude towards 
acquisition of knowledge which will enhance positive attitude towards wildlife species, 
their protection, conservation and preservation. As a result of the need for more 
information about wildlife species, protection and laws guiding them, blue-prints of 
Nigeria Conservation Foundation (NCF) and United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) and other 
international agencies concerned with environmental protection for sustainable 
development should be reviewed and incorporated into the curriculum of associated 
subjects. 
 
 
 
 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License 
ISSN: 2251 - 0486                               Science and Education Development Inst., Nigeria 
8 
 
 
CONTINENTAL J. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Akinola et al. (2017) 8 (1): 1 – 8 
 
References 
 
Adetayo, O.O, (1997). Evaluation of wildlife laws and policies with regards to National 
Parks in Nigeria. Unpublished B.Sc Project submitted to the Department of Fisheries and 
Wildlife Management University of Ibadan, Ibadan Nigeria. 
 
Akinola O.O. (2004). Socio-Ecological Assessment of Avifauna Species in Osun Grove, 
Osogbo, Osun State. Unpublished M.SC. Dissertation Submitted to the Postgraduate 
School, University of Agriculture Abeokuta. Nigeria. 
 
Eguabor, V.O. (1999). Assessment of Environmental Education in Secondary Schools, 
Implication for the Teachers. Proceedings of 40th STAN Conference 128-131. 
 
Jayeola O.A. (2004). The Abundance of distribution and relationship of Wildlife species 
in University of Agriculture Abeokuta. Unpublished M.Sc. Dissertation Submitted to the 
Postgraduate School, University of Agriculture Abeokuta. Nigeria. 
 
Labode Popoola (2016). “Nigeria: State of our Forests” A presentation at the National 
Interactive forum Organized by Forestry Association of Nigeria (FAN) in Conjunction 
Obasanjo Presidential Library (OOPL) on the state of Forests in Nigeria held in OOPL 
Abeokuta on Friday, May 27, 2016. 
 
Noibi, A.S. (1990). Challenges of Environmental Education in Nigeria Schools. E.E. 
Workshop and Seminar Proceedings. 
 
Okebukola, P.A.O and Akpan B.B (1997). Strategy of Education STAN Africana Lagos, FEB 
Publishers. 
 
Prescott-Allen, C. and Prescott-Allen R. (1986). The forest Resources: Wild Species in the 
North America Economy. New Haven London, Yale University Press, 529pp. 
 
World Wild Fund (2016). Forests Retrieved at www.wwf.panda.org on 12/12/2016 
 
 
 
 
 
